FHWA-Indiana Environmental Document

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION / ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM

Road No./County:

Designation Number (s):

Project
Descrip tion/Termini :

GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

United States (US) 31/Johnson County

1800082 (Lead), 1800272, 2001610

Corridor Improvement Project including a Small Structure Replacement and Bridge
Rehabilitation. The project will begin approximately 900 feet south of S Main Street
and will end approximately 430 feet north of Israel Lane. The small structure that will
be replaced is located approximately 1.30 miles north of State Road (SR) 44, and
the bridge that will be rehabilitated is located approximately 0.15 mile south of SR
44,

Categorical Exclusion, Level 2 +Required Signatories: INDOT DE and/or INDOT ESD

X Categorical Exclusion, Level 3  +Required Signatories: INDOT ESD

Categorical Exclusion, Level 4  +Required Signatories: INDOT ESD and FHWA

Environmental Asses sment (EA) tRequired Signatories: INDOT ESD and FHWA

authority

Additional Investigation (Al)  +The proposed action included a design change from the original approved
environmental document. Required Signatories must include the appropriate environmental approval

Approval

INDOT DE Signature and Date INDOT ESD Signature and Date

FHWA Signature and Date

Release for Public Involvement

INDOT DE Initials and Date INDOT ESD Initials and Date

Certification of Public Involvement

INDOT Consultant Services Signature and Date

INDOT DE/ESD Reviewer Signature and

Date:

Name and Organization of CE/EA Preparer: Victoria Veach, SJCA Inc.

Version: December 2021




Indiana Departmen t of Tra nspo rtatio n

County Johnson Route UsS 31 Des. No. 1800082, 1800272, 2001610

Note: Refer to the most current INDOT CE Manual, guidance language, and other ESD resources for further guidance
regarding any section of this form.

Part | +Public_Involvement

Every Federal action requires some level of public involvement, providing for early and continuous opportunities throughout the
project development process. The level of public involvement should be ¢ ommensurate with the proposed action.

Yes No
Does the project have a historic bridge processed under the Historic Bridges PA*? | | [ x|
If No, then:
Opportunity for a Public Hearing Required? [ x| | |

*A public hearing is required for all historic bridges processed under the Historic Bridges Programmatic Agreement between INDOT,
FHWA, SHPO, and the ACHP.

Discuss what public involvement activities (legal notices, letters to affected property owners and residents (i.e. notice of entry),
meetings, special purpose meetings, hewspaper articles, etc.) have occurred for this project.
Notice of Survey letters were mailed to potentially affected property owners near the project area on January 22, 2020, and April 12,
2021, notifying them about the project and that individuals responsible for land surveying and field activities may be seen in the area.
A sample copy of the Notice of Entry letters is included in Appendix G1-G2.

The City of Franklin and INDOT representatives began planning for improvements to US 31 within the project limits in early 2017. A
newspaper article in the Daily Journal dated September 1, 2018, discussed early planning initiatives (Appendix G3-G5). An article in
the Daily Journal dated January 14, 2020, provided more details regarding preliminary alternatives for intersections and trails, and
also discussed federal, state, and local funding that will be allocated for the US 31 improvements (Appendix G6-G7). This project
wDV DOVR GLVFXVVHG ZLWK PDQ\ RWKHU WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ LPSURYHPHQW SsESR N
held on February 13, 2020; March 11, 2021; and March 10, 2022 (all held during the Franklin Chamber of Commerce meetings at
11:30am at 101 E. Wayne St, Franklin, IN). The project graphics boards in Appendix G8-G12 were on display for attendees to
review. No sign-in sheets or comments from the public were recorded during the State of the City Addresses. The City of Franklin
also held an informal public information meeting for the project on February 27, 2020, at Franklin City Halls Council Chambers (70 E.
Morton St, Franklin, IN). The same graphics boards were made available for the public to review and ask questions. No formal public
announcements or sign-in sheets were made for this meeting, and no comments from the public were recorded.

A local business owner reached out to SJCA Inc. on April 19, 2022 requesting details about the planned work in front of his business
and a construction timeline. A representative from SJCA Inc. responded on April 20, 2022, providing a brief summary of the project
and details about the public review and comment process (Appendix G13-G14).

To meet the public involvement requirements of Section 106, a legal notice of Federal Highway Administr D W L FFEWA) finding of
31R $GYHUYV Hvaslpubkskéd in the Daily Journal, which serves the Franklin/Johnson County area, on April 21, 2022 offering
the public an opportunity to submit comment pursuant to 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 800.2(d), 800.3(e), and 800.6(a)(4).
The public comment period closed 30 days later on May 22, 2022. The text of the public notice and the affidavit of publication appear
in Appendix D5-D9. The SHPO responded on May 5, 2022 to the No Adverse Effect “finding documentation, which included Section
4(f) compliance documentation, stating that the agency concurred with the ho adverse effect “finding and acknowledged that
INDOT, on behalf of FHWA intends to issue a #e minimis “finding for the Greenlawn Cemetery and the Daily Journal Building for the
purposes of complying with Section 4(f) (Appendix D1-D2). SHPO also concurred with the Section 4(f) temporary occupancy of the
Tearman Motel in the May 5, 2022 response letter. No comments were received from the public during the 30-day comment period.

The project will meet the minimum requirements described in the current Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) Project
Development Public Involvement Procedures Manual which requires the project sponsor to offer the public an opportunity to submit
comments and/or request a public hearing. It has been determined that a public hearing is in the best interest of the public.
Therefore, a legal notice will appear in a local publication contingent upon the release of this document for public involvement. This
document will be revised after the public involvement requirements are fulfilled.
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